
Marine Litter
Marine litter is human-created waste that has been 

intentionally or unintentionally discharged into the 

coastal or marine environment. Its effects have 

prompted governments, private enterprises,  

environmental groups, and countless citizens to  

take action.

Marine litter is not only unsightly – it can harm ocean 

ecosystems, wildlife, and humans. It can injure coral 

reefs and bottom dwelling species and entangle or 

drown ocean wildlife. Some marine animals ingest  

the litter, which can result in starvation and death. 

Medical waste (such as syringes), sharp objects,  

and large pieces of litter can pose a direct threat to 

humans. In addition, the economic impact of marine 

litter is significant.

Global Declaration 
While marine litter consists of all sorts of materials, 

many plastics float, making them more visible. Many 

also are resistant to degradation and persist in the 

marine environment. Plastics makers and processors 

have long been involved in efforts to reduce plastic 

marine litter, from conducting research to enhancing 

product stewardship to cleaning up beaches. 

To consolidate and leverage these efforts, and to 

generate additional innovative solutions, 47 plastics 

associations from regions across the globe signed  

the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations  

for Solutions on Marine Litter in March 2011. The  

Global Declaration represented a public commitment 

by a global industry to help tackle a global problem: 

plastic litter in the coastal and marine environment.
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The Global Declaration, announced at the 5th  

International Marine Debris Conference in Honolulu, 

Hawaii, identified six focused work areas and asked  

signatories to commit to making contributions to  

sustainable solutions in these areas. Signatories were 

asked to identify specific actions – from educational 

campaigns to increased plastics recycling – to under-

take in the six work areas. They also agreed to track 

and report progress. 

Projects
The 2016 Progress Report provides an update on  

the commitments made under the Global Declaration. 

As of December 2015, approximately 260 projects  

have been planned, underway, or completed. This 

represents an increase of more than 165 percent in 

the number of projects since the Global Declaration 

was announced. The projects vary widely, from beach 

clean ups to expanding waste management capacities, 

and from global research to awareness and education 

campaigns. 

As of May 2016, 65 associations from 34 countries 

have signed the Global Declaration. 

“We’re very pleased with the continued growth in the 

work we’re doing on marine litter,” said Steve Russell, 

vice president of plastics for the American Chemistry 

Council. “Since our last report, we’ve increased the  

number of industry associations participating as part  

of the Global Declaration and demonstrated that,  

united, we can help make a difference.”

 “Marine litter is a complex environmental challenge  

that requires joint efforts at the local, regional and  

global level”, said Karl-H. Foerster, Executive Director of 

PlasticsEurope. “We look forward to continue developing 

and executing programs that address marine litter,  

and work with governments, non-governmental  

organizations, researchers, and other stakeholders.  

It is critical that we have these partnerships and  

continue to bring additional stakeholders to the table  

to tackle this very serious issue.”

The Progress Report can be viewed at:  

https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/what-we-do/

progress-report/

The Global Declaration and list of signatories can be 

found at: www.marinelittersolutions.com/about-us/

joint-declaration/

Number of Projects per Region

Africa 21

The Americas 96

Arabian Golf 6

Asia 47

Australia/New Zealand 12

Europe including Turkey 79

Global 4

2011
Members 47

Countries 27

Projects 100

2013
Members 60

Countries 34

Projects 185

2015
Members 65

Countries 34

Projects 260

Number of Projects within each Work Area

Work Area #1 / Education 96

Work Area #2 / Research 29

Work Area #3 / Public Policy 27

Work Area #4 / Best Practices 33

Work Area #5 / Recycling/Recovery 69

Work Area #6 / Plastic Pellet Containment 11

Making Progress...
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