
 
Through the American Chemistry Council (ACC), America’s plastics makersTM in 2011 helped lead the 
development of the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations for Solutions on Marine Litter (Glob-
al Declaration), a global commitment to combat ocean pollution. Sixty-four plastics associations in 34 
countries have signed the Declaration, and as of the last progress report (2016) more than 260 marine 
litter projects are planned, underway, or completed around the globe. 

The Global Declaration obliges signatories to commit to action in six areas: education, research, 
public policy, best practices, recycling/recovery, and pellet containment. Here is a snapshot of just 
some of the actions completed or underway in the U.S.  
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EDUCATION 
By raising awareness of the problem and highlighting 
steps people take to address it, this commitment can 
help change the behavior that leads to marine litter. 

•  Increasing participation in recycling programs, which can 
help reduce litter, by sponsoring Keep America Beautiful’s 
national TV, print, and online campaign. Since beginning 
in July 2013, the campaign has received a wide variety 
of donated advertising valued at more than $115 million.  
iwanttoberecycled.org

•    Educating people about the importance of recycling year 
round by sponsoring Keep America Beautiful’s annual 
America Recycles Day. In 2015, 2 million people participat-
ed in 2,000 events and 45,000 pledged to recycle more.   
americarecyclesday.org

•   Supporting the Rozalia Project’s efforts to remove marine 
litter from the sea floor using remotely operated vehi-
cles and the Project’s national educational outreach.  
rozaliaproject.org

•  Broadening use of on-package labeling that educates 
consumers about recycling flexible plastic wraps at 
major grocery and retail stores in partnership with the 
Sustainable Packaging Coalition.  
how2recycle.info/store-drop-off/ 

•  Teaching kids the importance of protecting watersheds 
by helping fund a major exhibit at the Aquarium of the 

Pacific in Long Beach, CA.   
aquariumofpacific.org/exhibits/our_watersheds

RESEARCH 
Studies are needed to determine the impacts of plas-
tic marine litter, how and why marine litter enters the 
ocean, and how to prevent it.

•   Supported multinational research on the occurrence and 
impact of microplastics in the marine environment.   
gesamp.org/work-programme/workgroups/work-
ing-group-40

•  Partnered with Ocean Conservancy’s Trash Free Seas 
Alliance® on research into major sources of marine litter 
and how to address them, resulting in the report: Stemming 
the Tide: Land-based Strategies for a Plastic-free Ocean.  
oceanconservancy.org

•  Partnered with the National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) on research (2006 - 2007) to help 
researchers and policymakers better understand micro-
plastic marine debris.  pmel.noaa.gov

•  Partnered with Honolulu, HI, communities on a compre-
hensive study of the city’s litter and solid waste/storm 
water management to identify strategies for preventing 
litter from reaching the ocean.



PUBLIC POLICY 
Government programs and effective policies—
and the way they are or are not enforced—can 
help prevent marine litter.

•  Actively supported state and federal legislation 
(passed into law in 2015) that phases out tiny plas-
tic “microbeads” used in personal care exfoliating 
products, which can make their way into waterways.

•  Supported reauthorization of the federal Marine 
Debris Act that requires NOAA to “identify, determine 
sources of, assess, prevent, reduce, and remove 
marine debris and address the adverse impacts 
of marine debris on the economy of the United 
States, marine environment, and navigation safety.”   
marinedebris.noaa.gov/about-our-program/ma-
rine-debris-act 

BEST PRACTICES 
While individual projects may vary from place to 
place, sharing successes—and the knowledge 
that comes with them—helps industry, govern-
ment, and others understand what works. 

•  Increasing plastics recycling by forming public-pri-
vate partnerships to provide more than 700 away-
from-home recycling bins and educational signage 
at popular parks and beaches in California.   
2valuable2waste.com

•  Highlighting best available technologies and best 
environmental technologies for waste manage-
ment to prevent marine litter by developing a 
guidance manual in partnership with the United 
Nations Environment Program (UNEP).  

•  Hosted a workshop for public officials in the Philip-
pines on how well designed recycling and process-
ing systems can create value from plastics and 
other municipal solid waste. The event was includ-
ed as part of efforts at the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum to promote “sustainable 
materials management” as a solution to marine 
litter.

RECYCLING/RECOVERY 
Capturing plastics for recycling and conversion 
into fuels keeps plastics out of the waste and 
litter streams, as well as reduces energy use and 
lowers greenhouse gas emissions. 

•   Helping improve community recycling programs 
through education and use of larger carts by part-
nering with The Recycling Partnership, a national 
nonprofit that reaches 1.4 million households in 71 
communities. recyclingpartnership.org

•  Tracking access to plastics recycling programs and 
the amount of plastics recycled in the United States, 
both of which have increased every year since track-
ing began. plastics.americanchemistry.com

•  Dramatically increasing consumer and commercial 
collection of plastic film packaging for recycling 
through the Wrap Recycling Action Program (WRAP) 
and by partnering with The Sustainable Packaging 
Coalition and state and local governments. Recycling 
of plastic film reached nearly 1.2 billion pounds in 
2014, quadruple the amount in 2005 when measuring 
began.  plasticfilmrecycling.org/wrap

PELLET CONTAINMENT 
If spilled or released into the environment,  
plastic pellets can be difficult to recapture so 
reducing plastics loss is critical.  

•   Actively promoting a set of practices designed to 
prevent plastic pellets, flakes, and powders from 
reaching the environment due to spills or other  
losses during manufacture, distribution, and use 
(Operation Clean Sweep, now an international model).  
opcleansweep.org

For more information: www.marinelittersolutions.com/US


