
Marine Litter
Marine litter is human-created waste that has been  

intentionally or unintentionally discharged into the 

coastal or marine environment. Its effects have 

prompted governments, private enterprises,  

environmental groups, and countless citizens to  

take action.

Marine litter is not only unsightly – it can harm ocean 

ecosystems, wildlife, and humans. It can injure coral 

reefs and bottom dwelling species and entangle or 

drown ocean wildlife. Some marine animals ingest  

the litter, which can result in starvation and death. 

Medical waste (such as syringes), sharp objects,  

and large pieces of litter can pose a direct threat to hu-

mans. In addition, the economic impact of marine litter 

is significant.

Global Declaration 
Plastics makers and processors agree that plastics 

have no place in the ocean and have long been  

involved in efforts to reduce plastic marine litter,  

from conducting research to enhancing product  

stewardship to cleaning up beaches. 

To consolidate and leverage these efforts, and to 

generate additional innovative solutions, 47 plastics 

associations from regions across the globe signed  

the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations  
for Solutions on Marine Litter in 2011. The Global  

Declaration represented a public commitment by  

a global industry to help tackle a global problem:  

plastic litter in the coastal and marine environment.
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Projects
The 4th Progress Report (March 2018) provides an update 
on the commitments made under the Global Declaration.

As of December 2017, approximately 355 projects have 
been planned, underway, or completed. This represents an 
increase of more than three and a half times the number  
of projects since the Global Declaration was announced. 
The projects vary widely, from expanding waste management 
capacities to advocating effective public policies to creating 
education campaigns. These projects have been  
undertaken by 74 plastics associations that have signed 
the Global Declaration in 40 countries, plus an additional 
13 associations that have not signed the Declaration.

“Marine litter is a global problem that we must tackle  
on a global scale,” said Steve Russell, vice president  
of plastics for the American Chemistry Council. “It’s  
heartening to see the growing number of plastics  
makers and associations across the globe involved  
in developing sustainable solutions.”

“Marine litter is a complex environmental challenge that 
requires joint efforts at the local, regional, and global level,” 
confirms Karl-H. Foerster, executive director of Plastics 
Europe. “We look forward to continue developing and  
executing programs that address marine litter and working  
with governments, non-governmental organizations, 

The Global Declaration, announced at the 5th International 
Marine Debris Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, identified  
six areas where contributions could be made and asked 
signatories to make specific commitments to achieve  
sustainable solutions across these areas. Signatories  
were further asked to identify specific actions – from  
sharing best practices to increasing plastics recycling –  
to undertake in the six work areas.

Number of Projects per Region
 Africa 24

 The Americas 128

 Arabian Gulf 7

 Asia 70

 Australia/New Zealand 12

 Europe including Turkey & Russia 109

 Global 7

The Progress Report can be viewed at:  
https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/what-we-do/ 

progress-report/

The Global Declaration and list of signatories can be found at: 
www.marinelittersolutions.com/about-us/joint-declaration/

researchers, and other stakeholders. It is essential that we 
have these partnerships and continue to invite additional 
stakeholders to tackle this very serious issue together”.

“To capture waste before it reaches the oceans, Asia  
Plastics Forum member countries have implemented  
many ongoing projects, including education and public 
awareness programs, beach and river clean ups, and  
major ‘Trash Free Festivals’,” said Callum Chen, Secretary- 
General of the Asia Plastics Forum, ”in collaboration with 
raw material suppliers, schools, local municipalities,  
ministries of environment, and NGOs. Progress in these 
areas could have a great impact on reducing all types of 
marine litter, including plastics.”

Number of Projects in each Work Area

 Work Area #1 / Education 136

 Work Area #2 / Research 38

 Work Area #3 / Public Policy 42

 Work Area #4 / Best Practices 41

 Work Area #5 / Recycling/Recovery 91

 Work Area #6 / Plastic Pellet Containment 9

2011
Members 47

Countries 27

Projects 100

Making Progress...

2013
Members 60

Countries 34

Projects 185

2015
Members 65

Countries 34

Projects 260

2017
Members 74

Countries 40

Projects 355
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