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AMERICA’S PLASTICS MAKERS
CONTRIBUTE TO SOLUTIONS
ON MARINE LITTER

In 2011, through the American Chemistry Council (ACC), America’s Plastics Makers® helped lead the
development of the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations for Solutions on Marine Litter. Otherwise known as the Global Declaration, this is a global commitment to combat ocean pollution. Since its
inception, seventy-five plastics associations in 40 countries have signed the Declaration and more than 355
marine litter projects are planned, underway, or have been completed around the globe.

EDUCATION

This commitment can help change the behavior that
ultimately leads to marine litter. Education initiatives
spread awareness of the problem and highlight steps
people can take to address it.

•K
 eep It Beachy Clean (Virginia Beach)
Keep it Beachy Clean is an education and outreach program
aimed at reducing beach litter. Clean Virginia Waterways
developed the program, which provides Virginia Beach’s
resort community with anti-litter messaging. Following a
successful first year, the program is expanding to capture
a wider segment of the Virginia Beach resort community.
Feedback from the first year of the program helped to refine
the messaging and prioritize actions for year two.
• I Want To Be Recycled
ACC is a founding partner and continuing sponsor of
Keep America Beautiful’s public service campaign “I Want
To Be Recycled.” Since its inception, the campaign has
leveraged over $115 million in donated advertising. This
national advertising campaign aims to increase consumer
awareness and participation in recycling. The campaign
directs consumers to IWantToBeRecycled.org, which offers
information on which products to recycle, how to recycle
them and what the products could transform into when
recycled properly.
•W
 rap Recycling Action Program
The Wrap Recycling Action Program (WRAP) is a national
public education and outreach initiative. Its goal is to
double the recycling of polyethylene (PE) bags, wraps and
film to 2 billion pounds by 2020. WRAP brings together
a range of stakeholders that includes US EPA, state
governments, businesses, industry, and non-profit groups.
WRAP has been shown to as much as double plastic film
recycling in target communities.

RESEARCH

Studies are important to further understand the impacts
of plastic marine litter, how and why marine litter enters
the ocean, as well as how to prevent it.

• Trash Free Seas Alliance®
America’s Plastics Makers® joined the Trash Free Seas
Alliance (TFSA) in 2015. Since then, we’ve worked together
with other members of the Alliance to advance the
scientific rigor on the topic of marine debris. Advancing new
knowledge, understanding how materials enter our ocean,
and identifying cost effective strategies to confront plastic
pollution at the global scale is central to the Alliance’s
work. TFSA has published several important studies
including Stemming the Tide that found waste collection
and management represent the most effective and most
urgently needed mechanisms to prevent plastics debris
emerging from large source countries.
• Study of Additives in Marine Debris
ACC worked with plastic manufacturers to provide
information for a modeling study of the potential migration
of additives commonly found in marine debris items.
Results of the study are expected later in 2018.
• Fate of Plastics Research Project
Working with researchers in Woods Hole, Massachusetts,
ACC is supporting a study of the fate of plastics in the
marine environment. The researchers are investigating how
plastics break down into smaller fragments when exposed
to high and low energy environments. Results of the study
are expected in 2019.

PUBLIC POLICY

Government programs and effective policies - and the
way they are or are not enforced- can help prevent
marine litter.

• SAVE OUR SEAS ACT
The Save Our Seas Act reauthorizes the NOAA Marine
Debris program and also provides direction to the
Administration regarding engagement with foreign
governments to address the source of marine debris.
Specifically, the legislation encourages the federal
government to work with governments in rapidly developing
economies to improve waste management infrastructure.

• Development of Straw Product Stewardship Position
Our partners in the environmental community challenged
us to address straws, an item commonly found during the
international coastal cleanup. Working with our member
companies and others throughout the value chain we
developed a product stewardship position advocating for
the responsible use of straws to help decrease plastic
straws pollution. The position was announced as part
of ongoing efforts to help promote the responsible use
of valuable plastic materials and in accordance with our
commitment to the Trash Free Seas Alliance® (TFSA).

BEST PRACTICES

While individual projects vary from place to place,
sharing successes helps industry, government, and
others understand what works best.

• Circulate Capital (formerly Closed Loop Ocean)
In 2017, ACC and the World Plastics Council joined a
coalition of partners to support Closed Loop Ocean
(CLO). In 2017 WPC and CLO announced the creation
of a $150 million fund to support waste management
in key source countries. In 2018, CLO became Circulate
Capital, a separate entity to manage investments in waste
management infrastructure in developing countries.
Initially, Circulate Capital will focus on waste infrastructure
solutions in Southeast Asia. Research indicates that the
majority of plastic debris originates from five fast growing
economies in Asia—Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Thailand and China. Circulate Capital investments will
be provided to improve collection, sorting and recycling
markets, particularly across the plastic value chain.
• Save the Bay Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island
America’s Plastics Makers® are partnering with Save the
Bay (Narragansett Bay) on the City of Warwick Shoreline
Trash Reduction & Prevention project. This initiative
aims to reduce littering behavior with a combination of
cleanups, community engagement and education. The
project is utilizing lessons learned from other efforts to
reduce litter and marine debris. Results of the project are
expected later in 2018.
• Toronto Trash Wheel Feasibility Study
Working with the Canadian Plastics Industry Association,
ACC supported a feasibility study to determine the benefit
of installing a trash wheel in Toronto. Such a project
would help to reduce the flow of plastic and other marine
debris into Lake Ontario, while also providing education
to residents and visitors on the importance of properly
disposing of trash.

RECYCLING/RECOVERY

Capturing plastics for recycling and conversion into
fuels keeps plastics out of the waste and litter streams,
as well as reduces energy use and lowers greenhouse
gas emissions.
• Helping improve community recycling programs through
education and use of larger carts by partnering with
The Recycling Partnership, a national nonprofit that
reaches 1.4 million households in 71 communities.
recyclingpartnership.org
• Tracking access to plastics recycling programs and the
amount of plastics recycled in the United States, both of
which have increased every year since tracking began.
plastics.americanchemistry.com
•D
 ramatically increasing consumer and commercial
collection of plastic film packaging for recycling
through the Wrap Recycling Action Program (WRAP)
and by partnering with The Sustainable Packaging
Coalition and state and local governments. Recycling
of plastic film reached nearly 1.2 billion pounds in 2014,
quadruple the amount in 2005 when measuring began.
plasticfilmrecycling.org/wrap

PELLET CONTAINMENT

Plastic pellets are a valuable resource and can be
difficult to recapture if spilled or released into the
environment, where they create both a litter problem
and potential risks to sea and wild life. This means
reducing plastic pellet loss is critical.

• OPERATION CLEAN SWEEP®
OPERATION CLEAN SWEEP (OCS) is an international
program designed to prevent plastic pellet loss and
the potential introduction of pellets to the marine
environment. The purpose of OCS is to help each segment
of the plastics industry implement good housekeeping
and pellet containment practices- helping resin producers,
transporters, bulk terminal operators, and plastics
processors achieve zero pellet loss. In 2017 a new
membership level, OCS Blue, was added to the program.
OCS Blue companies will provide information on metrics
to better capture progress towards the goal of zero pellet,
flake, or powder loss. ACC Plastic Division member resin
producers recently committed to having all US facilities
participate in OCS Blue by 2020.

For more information: www.marinelittersolutions.com/US

